Laboratory Training :                          | 2

The Experience at
Dr.B.RAmbedkar
Open University

Saraswati Rao

Science embodies the eternal quest of the human mind for absolute
truth. Science, represents true knowledge, a body of facts, which can
stand the test of scientific scrutiny. Subjects based on science are
characterized by objectivity in observing and interpreting natural
phenomena. Science is essentially concerned with parameters that can
be measured and quantified. The emphasis is on precision and on
manipulation of numerical data.
The teaching methods of science subjects have not changed
significantly, for the past five decades* These methods have included
descriptive theory and laboratory training.
Training students in laboratory techniques forms an integral part
of teaching science. The objectives of training in laboratory techniques
depend on the levels and purpose of the programme. The main objectives
are to develop abilities in -
(a)    manipulation skills
(b)    accurate observation, measurement and collection of data
(c)    analysis and presentation of data
(d)    interpretation of data and critical evaluation of experimental design
(e)    production of novel suggestions for designing experiments
LABORATORY TRAINING AT DR.B.R.AMBEDKAR OPEN
UNIVERSITY
Teaching of science subjects through the distant mode is, indeed,
a challenging task. It goes to the credit of this university, that it did not
hesitate to take up this challenge and offer science subjects to distant
learners. Science subjects were introduced at the undergraduate level
from the year of its establishment -1983. A sizable number of learners,
are employees of scientific and research laboratories. Others work in
factories dealing with scientific equipment, glassware etc. These learners
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